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al-Bakhit of Jordan. Prime Minister Maliki and 
some reporters spoke in Arabic, and their remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. 

Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki of Iraq 

November 30, 2006 

We were pleased to continue our consulta-
tions on building security and stability in 
Iraq. We are grateful to His Majesty King 
Abdullah II of Jordan for hosting these meet-
ings here in Amman. 

Our discussions reviewed developments in 
Iraq, focusing on the security situation and 
our common concern about sectarian vio-
lence targeting innocent Iraqis. In this re-
gard, the Prime Minister affirms the commit-
ment of his government to advance efforts 
toward national reconciliation and the need 
for all Iraqis and political forces in Iraq to 
work against armed elements responsible for 
violence and intimidation. The Prime Min-
ister also affirms his determination with help 
from the United States and the international 
community to improve the efficiency of gov-
ernment operations, particularly in con-
fronting corruption and strengthening the 
rule of law. 

We discussed the plague of terrorism in 
Iraq which is being fomented and fueled by 
Al Qaeda. The people of Iraq, like the people 
of the United States and the entire civilized 
world, must stand together to face this com-
mon threat. The Prime Minister affirmed 
that Iraq is a partner in the fight against Al 
Qaeda. We agreed that defeating Al Qaeda 
and the terrorists is vital to ensuring the suc-
cess of Iraq’s democracy. We discussed the 
means by which the United States will en-
hance Iraq’s capabilities to further isolate ex-
tremists and bring all who choose violence 
and terror to full justice under Iraqi law. 

We agreed in particular to take all nec-
essary measures to track down and bring to 
justice those responsible for the cowardly at-
tacks last week in Sadr City. The Prime Min-
ister has also pledged to bring to justice those 
responsible for crimes committed in the 
wake of this attack. 

We discussed accelerating the transfer of 
security responsibilities to the Government 
of Iraq; our hopes for strengthening the fu-
ture relationship between our two nations; 
and joint efforts to achieve greater coopera-
tion from governments in the region and to 
counter those elements that are fueling the 
conflict. 

We received an interim report from the 
high-level Joint Committee on Accelerating 
the Transferring of Security Responsibility, 
and encouraged the Committee to continue 
its good work. We agreed that reform of the 
Iraqi security ministries and agencies and ad-
dressing the issue of militias should be accel-
erated. The ultimate solution to stabilizing 
Iraq and reducing violence is true national 
reconciliation and capable and loyal Iraqi 
forces dedicated to protecting all the Iraqi 
people. 

We are committed to continuing to build 
the partnership between our two countries 
as we work together to strengthen a stable, 
democratic, and unified Iraq. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this joint 
statement. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Proclamation 8087—World AIDS 
Day, 2006 
November 30, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
HIV/AIDS is a global health crisis and a 

constant struggle for many of our families, 
friends, and neighbors. On World AIDS Day, 
we underscore our commitment to fight the 
AIDS pandemic with compassion and deci-
sive action. 

America leads the world in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS, and through the Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief we are com-
bating the disease in countries around the 
world. Through the New Partners Initiative, 
we are supporting faith-based and commu-
nity organizations that offer much of the 
health care in the developing world, so that 
we can reach more people more effectively. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 11:02 Dec 05, 2006 Jkt 211001 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P48DET4.001 P48DET4



2113 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Nov. 30 

In addition, the United States and other con-
cerned countries are promoting a com-
prehensive strategy to prevent the spread of 
HIV/AIDS. This includes the ABC ap-
proach—encouraging abstinence, being 
faithful, and using condoms, with abstinence 
as the only sure way to avoid the sexual trans-
mission of HIV/AIDS. 

As we work to fight HIV/AIDS globally, 
we must also ensure our citizens at home 
have the resources and support they need 
for treatment and prevention of this disease. 
Today, more than 1 million Americans are 
living with HIV/AIDS, and many of these in-
dividuals are unaware that they are infected. 
We will continue to provide medical care, 
counseling, and testing for those in greatest 
need of HIV/AIDS assistance, and I have 
asked the Congress to reform and reauthor-
ize the Ryan White CARE Act and provide 
new funding to improve distribution of HIV/ 
AIDS medicines in America. The Federal 
Government is also working closely with 
faith-based and other community organiza-
tions to provide services to individuals with 
HIV/AIDS and end the stigma of AIDS. 

America is blessed with scientific knowl-
edge and compassionate citizens, and we are 
guided by our founding conviction that each 
life has matchless value. On World AIDS 
Day and throughout the year, we stand with 
our friends and partners around the world 
in the urgent struggle to fight this virus, com-
fort those who are affected, and save lives. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim December 1, 
2006, as World AIDS Day. I urge the Gov-
ernors of the States and the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, officials of the other terri-
tories subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States, and the American people to 
join me in appropriate activities to remember 
those who have lost their lives to AIDS, to 
work to prevent this deadly disease, and to 
comfort and support those living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and 

of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:44 a.m., December 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 4, 2006. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language version of this proclamation. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting an Alternative Plan for 
Locality Pay Increases Payable to 
Civilian Federal Employees 
November 30, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
I am transmitting an alternative plan for 

locality pay increases payable to civilian Fed-
eral employees covered by the General 
Schedule (GS) and certain other pay systems 
in January 2007. 

Under title 5, United States Code, civilian 
Federal employees covered by the GS and 
certain other pay systems would receive a 
two-part pay increase in January 2007: (1) 
a 1.7 percent across-the-board adjustment in 
scheduled rates of basic pay derived from 
Employment Cost Index data on changes in 
the wages and salaries of private industry 
workers, and (2) a 6.9 percent locality pay 
adjustment based on Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics’ salary surveys of non-Federal employers 
in each locality pay area. According to the 
statutory formula, for Federal employees 
covered by the locality pay system, the overall 
average pay increase would be about 8.6 per-
cent. The total Federal employee pay in-
crease would cost about $8.8 billion in fiscal 
year 2007 alone. 

Title 5, United States Code, authorizes me 
to implement an alternative locality pay plan 
if I view the adjustment that would otherwise 
take effect as inappropriate due to ‘‘national 
emergency or serious economic conditions 
affecting the general welfare.’’ For the rea-
sons described below, I have determined that 
it would be appropriate to exercise my statu-
tory alternative plan authority to set an alter-
native January 2007 locality pay increase. 
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